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RECENT MANUSCRIPT ACQUISITIONS 


It is just a year since I undertook my book-buying 
journey in Italy and southern Germany. A few minor details 
remain to be cleared, but the main results of the effort can 
now be stated. A total of 614 items have been acquired, as 
follows: 6 manuscripts; 2 incunabula; 510 printed works of 
the 16th and 17th centuries, and 96 printed works of the 
18th century. 

The last group deserves a word of explanation. In 
spite of my decision to exclude 18th century material from 
consideration (see AFML NEWS, August 1953) some exceptions 
to this decision were made, of which the most important oc- 
curred in Florence, There I found a "private collection" of 
some 1,300 items which had never before been offered for 
sale. To get preferential treatment in making selections 
from this collection some materials beyond the year 1700 had 
to be included. This accounts for 81 of the 18th century 
items, 

The manuscripts form the most interesting and distinc- 
tive group; one is from the 14th century, two from the 16th, 
one from the 17th and two from the 18th. The latest is 
really a 12-page printed form with significant names and 
other data supplied by hand. The following are brief de- 
scriptions of these manuscripts. 


Anonymous 14th Century Ms. on Veterinary Science. This 
Manuscript by an Italian scribe is on 68 vellum leaves, in 
double columns. It is small in size (10 by 8 centimeters), 
and has pleasing ornamentation in red and blue. Actually it 
contains two quite practical treatises; the first, on fal- 
ccnry, and the second, on the care of horses. In the veter- 
inary treatise human medicine is brought in incidentally on 
folio 67r under the heading: Contra pannum oculorum equi et 
hominis. The term pannus was used then, as now, to mean 
a grayish, nembranefike tissue covering part or all of the 
cornea, usually as a result of trachoma. The treatment pre- 
scribed in this manuscript is surgical: "Cover a radish with 
salt, and after seven days take some of the Liquor which is 
inside and put it into the eyes two or three times, cutting 
away the membrane neatly with a knife [panno apte cum rasorio 


absciso]." 
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16th Century Ms. of Vegetius. Much larger (29 by 22 
centimeters) but less delicate is the second veterinary 
manuscript, which was written in Italy in the 16th century, 
It is a thick volume containing 199 folios of coarse paper, 
with two unnumbered folios of index at the beginning; folios 
129-199 are blank. The binding is the original blind-tooled 
sheepskin with flap, fastened with a buckle and a leather 
strap. The back and the strap have been reinforced by 
stitching with catgut. The binding is in effect a carrying 
case. 

On folios lr-115r there is an apparently unpublished 
translation of the Latin work ascribed to Flavius Vegetius 
Renatus. The Italian title is Arte della medicina delle 
bestie. The Latin was first published as Artis veterinariae, 
Sive Mulomedicinae, libri quatuor (Basileae, 1528). In five 
pooks the manuscript gives essentially the same text that 











the edition gives in four. On folios 115v-122r there is a 
list of medical terms, followed by a table giving the values 
of money. The index gives a list of 28 chapters for this 


treatise, but the text breaks off in chapter 11 in the mid- 
dle of a sentence. 


16th Century Ms. of the Compagnia del Corpo di Cristo, 
In Milan we obtained this official copy of the basic stat- 
utes of an organization of religious lay persons. Consid- 
erable attention is given to the duties of the infermieri, 
attendants on the sick, and these throw some light on the 
conditions of the time, 

This manuscript prescribes no treatment and mentions no 
drugs. In fact, it seems to assume that the really sick will 
not usually recover, and as a conscious substitute for the 
medical attention which in that age the poor could not pos- 
sibly expect, it offers religious consolation "to medicate 
the soul and make that well first, and then to attend to the 
health of the body." 

The manuscript, dated 1515, is written on 14 leaves of 
vellum, 24 by 16 centimeters, with an ornamented initial at 
the beginning. An author's colophon explains that "Leonardo 
Dati made and composed the afore mentioned and written chap- 
ters." On the last three leaves, in spaces originally blank, 
are cursive additions, the last dated 3 May 1516. 











Autograph of Thomas Reinesius (1587-1667). In Florence 
we acquired a letter, in Latin, addressed by Marquard Gude 
to Thomas Reinesius, a German physician and scholar and a 
voluminous author, In our Portrait Collection we have three 
pictures of Reinesius. From Jena, on 15 November 1655, Gude 
wrote with fulsome flattery, enclosing one of his publica- 
tions and asking to be allowed to call upon Reinesius in 








Altenburg. On the vacant space of the letter Reinesius 
drafted his reply, half in Latin, half in Greek, and signed 
it on 21 November 1655. The piece has association value 
only. 
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Autograph of Joannes Marias Lancisi (1654-1720). In 
Rome we Obtained a medical diploma issued on 10 May 1714 by 
the Collegium Archiatrorum Romanorun. The recipient is 
Tiburtius Marrius. The first of several affixed signatures 
is that of Dominicus Gagliardus as Protomedicus Generalis. 
The second is that of the much more famous Lancisi as Primus 
Consiliarius. In our Portrait Collection we have eight pic- 
tures of Lancisi. He himself was Protomedicus Generalis of 
this College at one time, and served as the physician of 
Popes Clement XI and Innocent XI. Hés library, established 
as the Biblioteca Lancisiana in 1714, adjoins the Arcispe- 
dale di Santo Spirito near the Vatican, and is regarded as 
one of the best collections in Europe for 16th and 17th cen- 
tury medicine. 

Our diploma is on four vellum leaves, 18 by 13 centi- 
meters; the first page contains pleasing floral decorations 
in colors and gold. 








Medical Diploma of 1 December 1795. We obtained the 
12-page form, On paper, 23 by 17 centimeters, which has been 
filled in by hand to serve as a diploma admitting Dominicus 
Bonzi to the degree of Doctor in Philosophy and Medicine. 
This was granted by the Romanum Archiatrorum Collegium and 
was executed in the Archigymnasium Romanum, The last four 
pages are filled with a "Formula Juramenti Professionis 
Fidei a Medicinae Doctoribus Observanda."” This oath consists 
entirely of affirmations of religious faith, with particular 
reference to the pronouncements of the Council of Trent. 
The authorities were taking no chances on infiltration of 
the medical services by nonconformists. { wow] 








CURRENT NEWS ON CURRENT LIST 





The February issue of the Current List, which was anxi- 
ously awaited as the first issue with the new four-column 
format, was received and distributed early in March. To our 
great satisfaction the legibility and the appearance of the 
reduced type size are good. Users will note also that the 
margins have been reduced although an adequate binding mar- 
gin has been retained. By means of such modifications in 
the format, though not the most desirable, the same coverage 
of the literature as before is made possible. 





LEGISLATION 


We hear that draft basic legislation for the Armed 
Forces Medical Library, initiated in October 1952, and re- 
ported on at some length in AFML's Summary of Activities for 
the Year 1953, has now been dropped by the Department of De- 


Tense. A note on this matter was contained in the item on 


the Advisory Group meeting which appeared in the February 
NEWS. 





PHOTOGRAPHY IN ACQUISITION PROCEDURES 


The exhibit for April illustrates the use of photogra- 
phy in the Library's acquisition procedures. Views of the 
camera and its specially built attachments are included. The 
main steps in acquiring a book are shown, beginning with se 
lection of the book as cited in one of the bibliographies 
periodically reviewed, followed by microfilming of the cita 
tion and checking it against the Library's holdings, the use 
of the camera in ordering and claiming, and ending with re 
ceipt of the book. An article on this procedure appeared ig 
the AFML NEWS, September 1952. 

The exhibit was prepared by Mr. Samuel Lazerow and Mr, 
J. W. McCarthy of the Acquisition Division, 


STAFF AWARDS AND ANNIVERSARIES 


Mrs. Justine D. Randers-Pehrson of the Catalog Division 
and Mrs. Thelma G. Charen of the Current List Division are 
recipients of the Superior Accomplishment Step Increase Award 
in recognition of performance which exemplifies the highest 
ideals of loyal civilian service. Mrs. Randers-Pehrson vol- 
untarily assumed the task of clearing up a backlog in sub 
ject heading assignment work on theses, and accomplished the 
work with speed and efficiency in addition to her other du- 
ties. Mrs. Charen's award was for outstanding performance 
of duty as a Subject Header and for an unusually high degree 
of competence in selection of articles for indexing and in 
translation of titles. 


Several members of the AFML staff who have thirty or 
more years of continuous employment observed another mile- 
stone in March. They are: Miss Edna L. Frick, 30 years; Mr, 
Lawrence E, Hawkins and Mr. Herbert Smith, 35 years; Miss 
Christina C. Hilbrandt, 36 years. 


SUMMARY OF ACTIVITIES FOR THE YEAR 


During March final work was completed on the AFML's al- 
nual report, which this year carries the title Summary of 
Activities for the Year 1953, and initial distribution has 
been made, For reasons of economy the number of copies 
printed was considerably reduced, and only a limited number 
of copies are available. The broadest possible distribution 
to libraries and institutions has been made so that all who 
are interested may readily locate reference copies. 


FRIENDS OF THE AFML, ANNUAL DINNER MEETING 
WASHINGTON, D. C., 14 JUNE 1954 








